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Identification is Important 
Identifying waterfowl gives many hours of enjoyment 
to millions of people. This guide will help you 
recognize birds on the wing-it emphasizes their fall 
and winter plumage patterns as well as size, 
shape, and flight characteristics. It does not include 
local names. 

Recognizing the species of ducks and geese can be 
rewarding to birdwatchers and hunters-and the ducks. 

Hunters can contribute to their own sport by not 
firing at those species that are either protected or 
scarce, and needed as breeders to restore the flocks. 
It can add to their dally limit; when extra birds of 
certain species can be taken legally, hunter:s who 
know their ducks on the wing come out ahead. 

Knowing a mallard from a merganser has another 
side: gourmets prefer a corn-fed mallard to the fish 
duck. 
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Eclipse Plumage 

Drake: Full Eclipse 

Most ducks shed their body � 
feathers twice each year. 
Nearly all drakes lose their 

Drakes Emerging from Eclipse 

.-- �-

bright plumage after mating, and for 
a few weeks resemble females. This 
hen-like appearance is called the 
eclipse plumage. The return to 
breeding coloration varies 
In species and Individuals of each 
species. Blue-winged teal and shovelers may 
retain the eclipse plumage until 
well Into the winter. 

Wing feathers are shed only once 
a year; wing colors are always 
the same. 

Drake: Fall Plumage 

l • 
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Mallard 
Length-24" 
Weight-2¾ lbs. 

Eclipse Drake 

Hen 

The mallard is our most common duck, foµnd in all 
flyways. The males are often called "greenheads." The 
main wintering area Is the lower Mississippi basin, 
and along the gulf coast, but many stay as far north 
as open waters permits. 
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Pintail 
Length-26" 
Weight-1 ¾ lbs. 

These ducks use all four flyways, but are most 
plentiful In the west. 

They are extremely graceful and fast fliers, fond of 
zig-zagging from great heights before leveling 
off to land·. 

The long neck and tall make them appear longer 
than mallards, but In body size and weight 
they are smaller. 
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They nest as far north as Alaska, 
and migrate in all four 
flyways. Early fall drakes are 
usually still in full eclipse 
plumage. 

Drakes whistle and twitter; 
hens have a slight quack. 

Typical Flock Pattern 

Hen 
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Black Duck 

Eclipse Drake 

'�• Hen 
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� A bird of the eastern State.s, 

·1li,
primarily the Atlantic Flyway and, 

• .- to a lesser extent, the Mississippi. 

Similar Sexes 

Shy and wary, regarded as the 
wariest of all ducks. 

Often seen in company of 
mallards, but along . the Atlantic 
coast frequents the salt marshes 
and ocean much more than mallard·s. 

Flight is swift, usually in 
small flocks. 

White wing lining in contrast to 
very dark body plumage is a good 
identification clue. 

Typical Flock Pattern The hen's quack and the drake's 
kwek-kwek are duplicates of the 
mallards: 
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Snow 
Geese 
Length-29-31 in. 
Weight-6½-7½ lbs. 

Two races 
of snow geese are 
recognized: greater snows . 
along the Atlantic Coast, and 
lesser snows elsewhere on the 

· continent. Blue geese are a
color phase of the lesser snow.

White-Fronted Geese
Length-29 in. 
Weight-6 ¼ lbs. 

Migrates chiefly In the Central and Pacific 
flyways but also present in the Mississippi. 
Rare in the Atlantic Flyway. Appears brownish 
gray at a distance. Often called "specklebelly". 

Most distinctive characteristic of the V-shaped 
flocks is the high pitched call kow-kow-kow-kow.

Immature 

Immature 

277 


	Hunters Guide 1.pdf
	Hunters Guide 2.pdf
	Hunters Guide 3.pdf
	Hunters Guide 4.pdf
	Hunters Guide 5.pdf
	Hunters Guide 6.pdf

