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NRA HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

| will consider myself an invited guest of the landowner,
seeking his permission, and so conducting myself that
| may be welcome in the future.

| will obey the rules of safe gun handling and will
courteously but firmly insist that others who hunt with
me do the same.

| will obey all game laws and regulations, and expect
that my companions do likewise.

| will do my best to acquire those marksmanship and
hunting skills which will assure clean, sportsmanlike
kills.

I will support conservation efforts which can assure
good hunting for future generations to come.

| will pass along to young hunters the attitudes and
skills essential to a true outdoor sportsman.

Copyright © 2017 by National Rifle Association
Library of Congress Catalog Number
90-83398

ISBN: 978-0-935998-98-6



List of Contents

LT geTe 13 o Lo £ Page 1
HUNTING ERICS cuuecrisiececesssrscsssesssssssesss s sssesssssssssssssssessssssss e eeeses Page 5
Role of L= g 1T = S Page 15
Wildlife Management .........cuucuroseseeessseesmsessessessssssssesesssessessessessssens. Page 19
Wildlife IdentifiCation ............vrseiceceeessesemsseseesemsssessessssssssesssessensemes Page 39
EQUIPIMENT curueuitcerescescee s s sssssassassesssssssssesseessesesssssssessessesessenseeess Page 137
FITEENIYI s onesmmess 5450555553535 mn e i o A eSS Page 163
RO WEEREETEY oo meror ot sysssarmser s o SRR eemmrmermvasermeeroeamman L Page 215
Field TECHNIQUES w......cvectcecertcescsresssnse s e e ssesseessssesessesseseessseee e Page 237
EUNPVIVIAN osasssonsinesis555535835384uremsmmnmss o ams sems s s sssssicss s sas o SRS St Page 251
Y IS OUIV TN s mesmssisinsssossisesinisssiatoenmsmmemensmms emcmemsesvesensmsmasssmapimsaesasssesss Page 269
RIS SREL e gy s B s e n e mngossens «emnPagE 279
ViSION & PRYSICAl FIINESS...cooveeeeeeeeseeeemmsesmmsssssssesseeoeseseeeeeeseseeeseeoeseeoeos Page 293
Legal ReSPONSIDIlIIES .uvuueeecrerreniercrireerereemseersesmeesessssesssssessssesssememsessses Page 305

The efforts and assistance of many people in producing The Hunter’s Guide are
acknowledged and appreciated. Without their help and that of the following organizations,
this guide would not have been possible.

Alberta Energy and Natural Resources

Alberta Fish and Wildlife Division

Alberta Conservation and Hunter Education Manual Development Committee
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Department

North American Crossbow Association

Treestand Manufacturer’s Association

Hodgdon Powder Company

Cover Photo Credit: NRA Staff

n



As a hunter, you have a responsibility to yourself to
learn as much as you can about the nature of your

quarry.

Knowing an animal's behavior and natural history
as well as improving your marksmanship and
woodsmanship skills are of prime importance.

Hunting today requires a lot of know-how. Through
advanced hunter education seminars and clinics you
can learn those hunting skills necessary to make
hunting even more enjoyable and successful in years
to come.







introduction

The primary goal of The Hunter’s Guide is to assist you

in understanding the important role of modern managed
hunting in wildlife management and conservation. Equally
important is the wise and safe use through proper handling
of firearms and respect for the property of others. This
guide is intended to help you to become a safer and more
successful hunter.

The question of whether to hunt or not to hunt is strictly a
matter for your decision. Hunting constitutes an important
tool of wildlife management. Each year throughout North
America over 15,000,000 men and women purchase
hunting licenses. Many of these hunters spend many dollars
in travel and purchase of supplies and equipment. Despite
its popularity over the years, hunting has proven to be one
of the safest forms of outdoor recreation. It is hoped that this
guide will enable you to derive more pleasure from North
America’s great outdoors.

If you choose not to hunt, it is just as important that you

understand how modern hunting is used by wildlife man-
agers to help ensure the future well-being of our wildlife

species. Hopefully, information in this guide will instill an
appreciation of hunting, safe firearm use and respect for
property.

HUNTER EDUCATION HISTORY

Hunter safety training became a concern in North America
during the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. New York in 1949
was the first state to pass a law requiring hunter safety
training. Soon many state agencies followed with voluntary
and mandatory hunter safety training programs.

During the 1970’s, hunter safety training was expanded

to “hunter education” which included a variety of aspects
besides safety such as hunter ethics, sportsmanship, wildlife
identification and respect for personal property.

Today, all states and Canadian provinces offer hunter
education programs. The NRA joins state and provincial
hunter education professionals in an ongoing effort to
improve and upgrade hunter education. By continual review
of various programs and how they meet the changing needs
of the sport of hunting, the NRA will be better able to offer
quality hunter education programs. The result will be a
better informed group of new hunters and a brighter future
for hunting.
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